
What is the New Farmer 

Narrative Project? 
!
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THE NEW FARMER 

NARRATIVE PROJECT 
Journeys Into Farming!

Who are the new faces entering 

agriculture in the area? 
!
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THE APPRENTICESHIP EXPERIENCE 
!
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“Apprenticeships are a challenge because if you’re working on a for-profit farm, 
there’s a strong push to get things done.  It’s hard to find time to train people, 
and I think apprenticeships are often abused.$

FARM JARGON—KEY WORDS AND PHRASES FOR UNDERSTANDING THIS EXHIBIT 
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How are new farmers accessing land? 
!
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“It’s a constant struggle of wanting to !
set up more long-term things and not having long-term security. 
Most of my investment has been in moveable infrastructure, 
since I don’t have any sort of long-term lease. Everything I’ve 
invested in, I can probably sell or take with me.” !
!

“I want to have a plan about how to look at a piece of land in 
the long-term, with rotations and nutrients and all that stuff, 
but [on the property I am short-term leasing] I am just trying 
to get food produced, and I don’t really have a long-term plan 
for this piece of land, so it’s pretty much just in the moment.”!

Why new farmers? 
$
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Who are we? 
$
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How are new farmers learning to farm? 
!

“Farming actually requires small amounts of knowledge of so 
many different things, and when you just come across one area 
that you haven’t encountered before, it’s hard to figure out the 
most efficient and cheap way to go about fixing your problems.”$
$
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How do new farmers sell their products? 
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“Their appreciation is a lot more emotional and intellectual 
than it is monetary. They are really impressed and they 
think it’s great that you’re a farmer and, ‘We need more 
young farmers. But really? You’re charging a dollar more 
than the supermarket for that?’ But I think the mental 
shift will have to come first.” !

“Watching farmland 
turn into a more 
densely populated 
place, I’m sort of 
excited to be a 
placeholder, and 
re-inviting that 
agricultural 
interaction back 
into people’s lives.”!

“People that support you at the farmers’ market really are the 
regulars, and it’s neat because you get to know those people 
well. There are a few people who I saw every single week all 
summer, so I get to know a little bit about their families and 
their hobbies, and I talk gardening with a lot of people, which 
was fun.”!
!
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How do new farmers finance their businesses? 
!
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How do new farmers contribute to their 

communities? 
!

e#/(.2$:)(;6.:$4((2$+($4##2$+"#6)$.#6:"8()*>$50./$.#;$40)5#)*$?(.+)68-+#$

+($+"#6)$?(55-.6+6#*$6.$(+"#)$;0/*P$

THE!“COOL” FACTOR 
!
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" " " "“At the farmers’!
" " " "market, we’re like!
" " " "superheroes. Everyone 
" " " "thinks we’re really !
" " " "cool.”!

!
" " " "“It’s pretty hip, at!
" " " "this point, to grow food.”!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
" " " "!
" " " "“Strangers I meet !
" " " "always seem awed and 
" " " "impressed when I say 
" " " "that I’m a farmer.” !

!
!

“There’s a lot of positive feedback from people that you 
wouldn’t always get in a normal job. Handing somebody a bunch 
of carrots, they think you’re a magician.”!
!

“Our friends that come and visit us at the farm are very excited 
about it, and I think some of them are inspired to do it, too.”$
$
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“It’s a little bit infuriating when a lot of our friends see what 
we’re doing and they’re like, ‘Oh, I’m going to start a farm, too,’ 
and I think, ‘What are you talking about? You can’t start a farm. 
You have no idea what you’re doing.’ There’s a lot about farming 
that people don’t see. I think that idealism is important, but 
farming is hard.”!

!

“If I had known that this was what I was going to do in 
college, I would have begun work on it then. There’s more to it 
than most people realize. You have to run a business and deal 
with people on a lot of levels, and it takes a lot of practice.”!
$
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“Our age was a huge obstacle. When you’re at a certain age, you 
have resources, but you’ve got kids, too, and it’s not that easy 
to suddenly learn farming in the mid-life.”!


