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Farming Journey 
 

Originally from: 

   Cecile: California 

   Richard: England 

Training: Self-education  

Land Search Length: 1 ! years 

Land Source: Purchased & leased 
 

Cowberry Crossing Farm 
 

First Year: 2002 

Location: Claverack, NY 

Land Base: 340 acres, including 

land leased for hay and pasture 

Markets: Farmers’ markets 

Products: Organic and biodynamic 

vegetables, herbs, beef, pork, 

chicken, lamb, eggs, wool, starts. 

Relationship to the Land 
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“You start to get this really personal relationship 
to your land, getting a sense of what kind of 

wildlife is there, and then you start to have a 
separate appreciation for each little sector of 

your land, and what it does best, or what it 

needs!  You get to this point where your land is 
like your family.  You know its personality and its 

quirks and its funny places.” 

Farm Stay:  “We offered [the cottage] to the 
CSA, as a farm stay option, and then we 

expanded it to other customers and people, and 
that’s been helpful.  It’s been nice to show 

families the farm setting.  They’re really into 
seeing where their food comes from, so we rent 

it by the night, and it comes with all the 

vegetables you can eat out of the garden.” 

Livestock: Animals play a big role on the farm – 
in addition to 45 cows, 3 horses, bees, pigs, 

ducks and sheep, there are also over 100 
chickens.  Cecile explains, “My husband loves 

the birds.” 

Bees: The Harrisons host a “bee sanctuary” on 
their farm: “We don’t take any honey, we just 

kind of take care of them.  Right now I’m feeding 
three hives.”  

Cowberry Crossing Farm 

Cowberry Crossing Farm 
CLAVERACK Cecile & Richard Harrison! ! "

! !Journey into Farming (Cecile) "

Cecile and Richard’s son, Reese, frolics 
with the sheep. Their children were a big 

motivation to start farming. 

)'(1'(5&$"(1&
&

!M(%0#79B%/%$(/2%(+&/&(%/5(9&%6(%$(/22.%2*>(B3%/9B%4%'/B%/%?$*&($*/%2*+&=%%G'(%6#72B%?/22%7+%/9B%+/.3%RK'*+%

'/+%?#1(%#9%&'(%1/$>(&=%4%&'*9>%*&%1*5'&%6#$>%0#$%.#7%57.+=A%4&%6/+%0((2*95%9(Z&%&#%*18#++*@2(%&#%@7.%

2/9B%2#95%B*+&/9?(3%/9B%/@#7&%/%.(/$%;*9&#%&'(%8$#?(++<3%+'(%?/22(B%7+%/9B%+'(%+/*B3%R4%0#79B%.#7$%0/$1=A%%

J9B%4%+/*B3%R4+%&'*+%8#++*@2(T%4%1(/93%*+%*&%$(/22.%#7$%0/$1TA%J9B%+'(%+/*B3%RY(+3%*&%*+=A%G'(%B(+?$*@(B%&'(%

@(+&%+'(%?#72B%&#%7+=%M(%87&%*9%/9%#00($3%+*5'&%79+((93%9#%?#9&*95(9?*(+=%M(%>9(6%&'*+%'/B%@((9%/9%

/882(%0/$13%/9B%&'/&%&'(%+#*2%6/+%>*9B%#0%?2/.*+'=%M'(9%.#7%@7.%2/9B%0#$%0/$1*953%4%57(++%&'(%8$7B(9&%

&'*95%&#%B#%6#72B%@(%&#%5#%5(&%/22%&'(+(%+#*2%&(+&+%/9B%(I/27/&(%&'*+%/9B%&'/&%/9B%&'(%#&'($%&'*953%/9B%

/22%6(%>9(6%6/+%&'*+%(2B($2.%?#782(%'/B%#69(B%*&%0#$(I($%/9B%'/B9A&%B#9(%/9.&'*95%6*&'%*&3%+#%6(%

>9(6%*&%6/+%?2(/93%@7&%&'/&A+%*&=%M(%B*B9A&%>9#6%6'/&%6(%?#72B%5$#6%'($(3%6'/&%6#72B%@(%&'(%@(+&%

&'*953%(&?=%(&?=%(&?=%%J9B%&'/&%6/+%U7+&%#7$%5$((99(++=H%
%

$!"#('(5&0.&)"#4&
&

!;[*?'/$B<%'/B%+#1(%I(5(&/@2(N5$#6*95%(Z8($*(9?(3%@(?/7+(%'(A+%#9(%#0%,\%?'*2B$(93%/9B%&'(.%&$*(B%&#%

+7882.%+#1(%#0%&'(*$%#69%0##B=%4%6/+%/2+#%$(/B*95%78%#9%@*#B.9/1*?+3%/9B%6(%1/B(%?#99(?&*#9+%

&'$#75'%&'(%+?'##2L/9B%&'(%E7B+#9%O/22(.%@*#B.9/1*?%5$#78=%E(A22%$(/B3%@7&%'(AB%$/&'($%5#%I*+*&%

#&'($%8(#82(A+%0/$1+3%2(/$9%'*+%*90#$1/&*#9%0$#1%#&'($%0/$1($+3%2##>%/&%'#6%&'(.%@7*2&%&'/&%+&$7?&7$(%

/9B%&'*+%+&$7?&7$(3%?#8.%&'*+%/9B%&'/&3%#$%2(/$9%0$#1%6'/&(I($%&'(.AI(%B#9(%6$#95%#$%$*5'&=%E(A+%&'(%

“The most rewarding for me, without question, is 
how my kids are growing up. I’d say that’s the 

main reason we moved here. It’s been 
phenomenal to have our children on the farm, 

and in this lifestyle, and in this community!” 


