
Goal: 

Provide a tool that is both 
stimulating for the general 
public and useful for the 
specialist.

Encourage people to 
explore the ecology, 
history and human 
perceptions of their 
surroundings.

Enable them to identify 
the types of habitats 
they’re standing in and 
understand the 
conservation values and 
stewardship 
recommendations for 
those sites.





Specialist

Ecology 

Culture

Past

Present



Preface
Goal of this guide
The Living Land Project: how the data were gathered.

Background
The Physical Foundation: Columbia County general topography, geology, soils, 
hydrology and climate. 

The Ecological Palette: Generalized discussion of county ecology and 
biogeography.

The Human Overlay: General description of county history in relation to human 
land use; the human role in creating and destroying habitats.

Biodiversity & conservation
Biodiversity Results
Activities impacting that
Stewardship suggestions
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Factors affecting human perception of the land.
Use value
Emotional Value
Access

How to use this guide
Habitat key
Icon descriptions 
Habitat description sections

Habitats
Section Introductions

Habitat Descriptions

Appendices
Common/scientific names of organisms and their native/non-native and rarity 
status.
A classification cross-walk (i.e., how does our habitat classification compare to 
that of others)

Index, Acknowledgements, Credits.
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Section introductions with overviews of 
where in the landscape these habitats occur 
and their general ecology as a group.
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The MEAT!



The 
MEAT?



Page 1 – The full-page, ‘typical 
landscape’ shot.

The relative value of photo vs. 
drawing?



Habitats of Britain

Wetland, Woodland, Wildland The Nature of New Hampshire



Summary Icons
Page 2 



Basic Definition – Simplest 
description with the basis for 
distinction and ecological 
location.
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A more emotive, touchy-feely 
description of the habitat. 
What does it feel like to be 
standing in this habitat?
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The location both in terms of 
geography and landscape 
position
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Another habitat image slot 
(this would be the space for a 
habitat drawing).

Page 2 



Public locations and, 
when appropriate, 
habitat distribution.
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Public locations and, 
when appropriate, 
habitat distribution.

Freshwater 
Tidal Wetland 
Examples

Swyer Preserve



When & where to visit.
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Guinea Pig?
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Summary Icons
Page 2 



Synecological Coordinates

Per plot species 
richness and 
nativeness

Invasive 
Abundance





Synecological Coordinates are the 
indexed preferences for Moisture, 
Nutrients, Heat and Light on a scale of 
1 (low) to 5 (high) for select plants. 

Of the approximately 750 species that 
Bakuzis and Kurmis ranked, 387 
occurred in our plots.



They are a crude estimate of a plant’s 
eye view of site conditions. Obviously, 
those conditions are partially a 
product of the plants themselves; it is 
not an independent assessment of site 
conditions. However, they give you an 
additional way of describing the 
‘location’ of habitat types.
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Synecological Coordinates

Per plot species 
richness and 
nativeness

Invasive 
Abundance



0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

U
F 

B
la

ck
 L

o
cu

st

U
F 

H
e

m
lo

ck

U
F 

M
at

u
re

 S
u

g.
M

ap
le

U
F 

N
.H

ar
d

w
.-

H
e

m
lo

ck

U
F 

O
ak

-H
ic

ko
ry

U
F 

R
e

d
 C

e
d

ar

U
F 

R
ic

h
 O

ak

U
F 

W
h

it
e

 P
in

e

U
F 

Yo
u

n
g 

Fo
re

st
 M

ix
e

d

U
F 

Yo
u

n
g 

Su
g.

M
ap

le

U
M

 B
lu

e
b

e
rr

y

U
M

 C
e

m
e

te
ry

U
M

 D
ry

 M
e

ad
o

w

U
M

 G
ra

ve
l P

it
/Q

u
ar

ry

U
M

 H
ay

/P
as

tu
re

U
M

 O
ld

 F
ie

ld

W
L 

B
o

g

W
L 

Fe
n

W
L 

M
ar

sh

W
L 

p
o

n
d

  s
u

p
ra

ti
d

al

W
L 

R
o

ck
y 

St
re

am

W
L 

Sh
ru

b
 S

w
am

p

W
L 

Sw
am

p
 F

o
re

st

W
L 

V
e

rn
al

 P
o

o
l

W
L 

W
e

t 
M

e
ad

o
w

W
L 

W
o

o
d

e
d

 S
e

e
p

Series1 Series2Native Non-
Native

A
ve

ra
ge

 #
 P

la
n

t 
Sp

e
ci

es
 /

P
lo

t



M
ea

d
o

w

W
et

la
n

d



M
ea

d
o

w

W
et

la
n

d



Page 3 



Nifty Plants & Cool Critters: 
both an overview of the 
common organisms and a 
highlighting of the more 
unusual or unique

Page 3 



Common flora with the 
indicators and non-
natives highlighted.
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Photos of 
typical 
plant or 
animal 
species.
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More of the same.
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Formally and informally 
recognized rare species at the 
national, state, regional or local 
levels.

Page 4 
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Which other habitats you’re 
likely to mistake this for.

Page 4 
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Categorizing habitats is like parsing a rainbow.





OR,
“Other Primary Colors that 
Sometimes Bleed into this One”

(How does one revel in the 
uncertainty rather than be 
frustrated by it?)
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What we know 
about where this 
habitat came from 
and the human 
influence upon 
it…. a link to our 
previous ‘story of 
the land’-style 
book.

Together with 
related images.
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Quotes from interviews 
with land users and 
habitat explorers, 
together with other 
relevant highlights from 
the cultural work
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Our thoughts on how 
the biodiversity of 
these habitats can be 
maintained.
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Hands-on ways to 
‘taste’ this habitat.

Page 7



Factors affecting human perception of the land.
Use value
Emotional Value
Access

How to use this guide
Habitat key
Icon descriptions 
Habitat description sections

Habitats
Section Introductions

Habitat Descriptions

Appendices
Common/scientific names of organisms and their native/non-native and rarity 
status.
A classification cross-walk (i.e., how does our habitat classification compare to 
that of others)

Index, Acknowledgements, Credits.

Tools for knowing where you are.
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http://www.rensselaerplateau.orgECOLOGICAL MAPS



Comparative Schematics

Terrestrial and Wetland Ecosites of Northwestern Ontario



bing.com

Annotated Landscape Images



The Nature of New Hampshire

Annotated Landscape Schematics



Dichotomous Keys
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Abstract 
Graphic 
Summaries

Common 
Trees of 
Regional 
Types of 
Floodplain 
Forest



Nyaa, so, 
what works 

for you?


