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Introduction 

Hawthorne Valley Association (HVA) currently owns a total of 158 acres of forest (Map 1), 

most of which is included in a Conservation Easement held by the Columbia Land Conservancy 

(CLC).  

The purpose of this first HVA Forest Management Plan is to 

• provide CLC with the requested documentation of HVA’s intentions concerning its 

forests to complement the Conservation Easement, 

• reflect a consensus between the various branches of HVA about their shared vision for 

the forests they use and steward, 

• serve as a baseline for communicating this vision to the wider Hawthorne Valley 

community and to the public at large. 

This document states HVA’s vision for its forests, briefly summarizes some of the forest history 

on HVA land, and describes the forest’s current distribution, ecology and use. It presents specific 

goals for forest management and a list of action points which address these specific goals. 

Finally, this document identifies processes for future decision-making within the scope of this 

plan and suggests a process for its periodic review and update. 
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Vision 

Natural resource conservation, education (including research), and pedestrian recreation are the 

main goals envisioned for the HVA forests. Therefore, it is our intention to maintain all the 

currently forested areas, whether they are formally protected (Resource Protection Areas in the 

CLC Easement; Map 1) or not. We do not plan commercial logging for the purpose of generating 

income from HVA’s forests. However, the occasional considerate harvest of wood (both as a 

material for craft and building projects, and as fire wood) and other sustainable extractive 

activities are an integral part of the educational programs offered at HVA. Hawthorne Valley 

Association land is not posted, and we permit public pedestrian access for respectful, non-

destructive recreational use. Extractive activities outside of the educational programs and trail 

use other than for foot traffic require authorization from HVA. 

 

History 

The forest distribution around Harlemville in the 1850s was reconstructed by Martin Holdrege, 

Ric Fry, and Conrad Vispo through a deed search and the inspection of agricultural census 

returns (see http://hvfarmscape.org/hvf-19th-century; Map 2). The property lines seem to have 

changed little since then and most of the forest now owned by HVA on Phudd Hill was likely 

managed as a woodlot on Eleazer Tracey’s farm in 1850. A farm woodlot at that time was the 

source of timber for buildings and of firewood. Farm animals might have roamed through these 

woods in search of fodder, including acorns, chestnuts, and hickory nuts. However, most of the 

west slope of Phudd Hill was likely never completely cleared of its forest cover and certainly not 

tilled and therefore we consider it today an example of an ancient forest. Such ancient forests are 

not common in our landscape and seem to have different ecological characteristics (a more 

diverse soil life, richer spring flower assemblies) than the more common forests that have 

regrown on former agricultural fields. Map 3 delineates all the potentially ancient forest stands 

on HVA property.  

Since the 1940s (the decade for which we have the earliest aerial photos for Columbia County), 

the total forest cover on the land now owned by HVA, has increased from 126 acres to 158 acres, 

mostly due to forest regrowth in former pasture land along streams and along the edges of 

pastures, especially on Steep Hill, West Hill (Field Camp area), in the pasture above the 

Swimming Pond, and in Indian Valley. Into the 1980s, cows still had access to many forest areas 

(as well as streams and wetlands) adjacent to their pastures (pers. com. Mike Pewtherer). Since 

then, with few exceptions, fence lines have been moved into the pastures, keeping the cows 

largely out of the forest. 

Since the 1940s (most likely predating the establishment of Hawthorne Valley in 1972), 1.5 acres 

of potentially ancient swamp forest was cleared in and around the area which eventually became 

the Fire Pond and adjacent “Sledding Hill”. 

Since the establishment of Hawthorne Valley, the forest on Phudd Hill was commercially logged 

during a winter in the late 1980s. Because the operation was continued through a thaw, it resulted 

in severe soil erosion along some of the logging trails (pers. comm. Mike Pewtherer). Since then, 

http://hvfarmscape.org/hvf-19th-century
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the forest has been, to varying degrees, a source of firewood and lumber for Association 

buildings. The most intensive logging was done following the severe ice storm in 2008, which 

had resulted in many snapped and uprooted trees, in order to restore trail safety and to “clean up” 

the forest. 

Wild crafting of edible plants and other natural materials has been a central activity of 

Hawthorne Valley’s educational programs as well as the Woodland Ways summer camps on 

Phudd Hill. Increasing interest in mushroom and ramp collecting by the general public has 

recently led to concerns about the sustainability of these activities. 

Trails, man-made structures, and trail marking related to educational programming and 

sport/recreational activities have proliferated in a somewhat uncoordinated fashion during the 

last decades, especially in the forest at the base and lower slope of Phudd Hill.  

 

Forest Description  

In the following, we briefly describe each of the forests currently found on HVA land. The 

numbers correspond to the numbers on Map 4. 

Phudd Hill (1): Our largest forest (total of 84 acres in two large parcels) is located on the west 

slope of Phudd Hill and 87% of that forest is potentially ancient forest. This forest contains a rich 

variety of forest types, including Floodplain Forest in the riparian zone along the Agawamuck, a 

Sugar Maple Forest on the higher riparian terrace, Hemlock Forests on the steepest slopes, 

Mixed White Pine-Deciduous Forest on the moderate slopes, Oak-Hickory Forest on the thin 

soils along the ridgetop and on shoulders of the slope, and Rich Mesic Forest in the narrow 

depressions between the shoulders and slope. In the Floodplain Forest, on and near the rocky 

outcrops on the lower slope of Phudd Hill, in the Sugar Maple Forest, around the long house and 

near the camp of Woodland Ways, we find exceptionally rich plant communities, including 

several species that are regionally rare or uncommon. These include Leatherwood, Wild Ginger, 

Wild Leek or Ramp, Blue Cohosh, Dutchman’s Breeches, Canada Violet, and Walking Fern. 

Nestled in the forest is a vernal pool (i.e., a pool which sometimes dries out during the warm 

months of the year) which serves as a nursery for Spotted and Jefferson Salamander and Wood 

Frog. These species are especially vulnerable to land use changes because they need both forest 

(where they live their adult lives) and a nearby vernal pool (where they reproduce). In contrast to 

more common frog and salamander species, the eggs and tadpoles of these vernal pool specialists 

are particularly susceptible to predation by fish and other amphibians, and therefore do not 

reproduce successfully in permanent ponds which facilitate the presence of predators.  

The forest on the west slope of Phudd Hill includes a private parcel of approximately 16 acres, 

which belongs to Mrs. Ann McChord, who permits HVA programs to traverse her land on the 

established trails. HVA remains extremely grateful to Mrs. McChord and her late husband for 

their generosity of spirit in allowing us the benefit of access across their property. It is our hope 

and goal to find the right circumstances that will extend this access in perpetuity.  

Some of the ecologically most unique and sensitive areas on Phudd Hill (Floodplain Forest, 

rocky outcrops and wet depressions on lower slope) are also the most heavily used for 

educational and recreational/sport activities. In below Action Points we list some potential 

measures for improving the balance between people’s activities and habitat preservation on 

Phudd Hill. 
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May Hill Wetland (2): This isolated 27 acre forest area contains a potentially ancient Swamp 

Forest (7 acres), which is habitat to several plant species, such as Calla Lily, Small Green 

Woodland Orchid, Maleberry, Highbush Blueberry, Blackgum, Skunk Cabbage, and several 

species of peatmoss not found anywhere else on the HVA land east of the Taconic Parkway. The 

Swamp Forest is also an important breeding habitat for vernal pool amphibians. It is surrounded 

by post-agricultural White Pine-Deciduous Forest and small stands of potentially ancient 

Hemlock and Oak-Hickory Forest.  

The parcel is stewarded by the Nature Institute on behalf of HVA according to a Stewardship 

Agreement from 1999 (Appendix), which describes wetland use and use restrictions. The Nature 

Institute maintains a trail system and boardwalk which facilitate research and educational 

programs and are open to the public, but seem to receive less use than the trails at the base of 

Phudd Hill.  

The May Hill Wetland is part of a forest corridor composed of state-owned land bordering the 

Taconic Parkway and extending from Harlemville Road to Route 21C. 

Field Camp/West Hill (3): This is a 9 acre forest area at the base of West Hill and along the 

Farm Creek. The upper 2/3 of this forest is somewhat older forest, but seems to have been open 

field in the 1930’s. The lower third is fairly recent regrowth on former pasture land (still open in 

the late 1940’s), including a small area of Swamp Forest. We are not aware of any unique 

ecological features in this area.  

The cabins and tent platforms of the field camp and the yurt of the Earth Program are nestled 

among the trees on the high riparian terrace and the area is intensively used throughout the year.  

Steep Hill (4): Uphill from the current pasture, but below a stone wall which marks the property 

line, is a small (5 acre) patch of well-established Oak-Hickory Forest. It is bordered by very 

young stands of Grey Birch, Shagbark Hickory, and oaks, which are periodically cut in order to 

arrest the forest succession further down into the pasture, and which are a prime source of wood 

harvested for woodworking projects by HVWS and PBLC. 

Indian Valley West (5): On the west slope of Indian Valley there is a 4 acre forest patch that 

seems to have grown up recently around scattered groups of older trees in a former pasture. 

Steep Bank of Agawamuck (6): On the south end of Pond Field is a narrow, 2.5 acre strip of 

forest that covers the very steep southern bank of the Agawamuck Creek.   

Solar Field (7): Along the northeastern edge of the Solar Field extends a 2 acre forest, which 

abuts a private forest further east. The eastern half (approximately) of this forest stand is hilly 

and rocky and most likely represents ancient forest. The very open forest in the western half has 

recently regrown from pasture and is one of the few places at Hawthorne Valley Farm, where 

cows currently have access to graze between the widely-spaced trees and to find shade on a hot 

summer day.  

Steep Hill/West Hill (8): A very small (1.5 acres) forest patch has regrown on former pasture 

land bordering a small gully in the upper corner between Steep Hill and West Hill pastures. An 

occasionally used trail crosses this forest patch. While we are not aware of any unique plants or 

animals in this forest, it is very advantageous that forest now surrounds the intermittent stream in 

that area and helps to counteract the danger of soil erosion. 
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Harlemville Road (9): This is a narrow strip (1.5 acres) of Sugar Maple Forest on the steep 

slope and in the floodplain between Harlemville Road and the Farm Creek north of the 

Creekhouse. It is a little used and never plowed forest, but characterized by natural disturbance 

from occasional partial flooding by the Farm Creek and by man-made disturbance from the road 

above. For example, it is dissected by at least one deep gully and, over the years, has been used 

as a dump site. 

Valley Field (10): Another very small patch of forest (1.5 acres) has recently developed on the 

steep slope between the Valley and the Solar Field, above the pond. This forest is still quite 

young and difficult to access because of the dense growth of Red Cedar, Multiflora Rose and 

other shrubs. Therefore, we don’t know much about its plant life, but we suspect that it is much 

used by birds and other wildlife, and that people hardly ever venture into it. 

Farm Creek (11) and Agawamuck/Young Field (12): There are two narrow strips of forested 

riparian corridors along the Farm Creek (between Creekhouse and Pump House) and the 

Agawamuck (along the northern edge of Young Field), each about one acre in size. While 

botanically not very diverse, the trees of these forest patches help stabilize the stream banks. 

These forested corridors are also rich in birds and provide travel corridors for forest animals. The 

corridor along the Farm Creek is revegetating as part of a conscious effort to provide a wooded 

corridor across the farm and to enhance stream quality. Otters and mink have been observed 

along this Creek, and various fish use these waters; reforestation helps encourage such wildlife. 

Indian Valley Southwest (13): A small patch (0.7 acres) of recently reforested pasture is located 

at the very southern end of Indian Valley.  

North Hill Black Locust (14): Finally, there is a ½ acre stand of Black Locust trees which 

recently got established in the northeastern corner of the North Hill pastures. 

Schnackenberg (15): There are a total of 15 acres of forested land, composed largely of Swamp 

Forest, but also including some upland areas on the newly acquired parcels west of the Taconic 

Parkway. We have just begun to explore these mostly ancient forests to see if they harbor 

unusual plants and animals. These forests don’t seem to have been used much by people in the 

recent past. 

 

Specific Management Goals 

1) Maintaining the Forest Ecosystem and its Natural Dynamics 

We recognize the ecological value of maintaining the existing forests and tree-lined riparian 

corridors as habitat for native plants and animals, but also to avoid soil erosion, help water 

infiltration and regulation of the ground water, and to maintain the potentially rich soil life in the 

ancient forests. We recognize the role of standing dead trees and fallen woody debris as 

important components of a diverse and healthy forest ecosystem. We also recognize the 

importance of forests for their educational, recreational, and aesthetic value.  

Therefore, our goal is to maintain the current forest cover on HVA land and to largely allow the 

cycle of individual trees dying, decomposing, and being replaced by natural regeneration to take 

its course. We also wish to incorporate a greater understanding of forest ecology into the formal 

and informal HVA educational programs, so that there is broad support for such management. 
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2) Preserving Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

As mentioned above, the forest on Phudd Hill harbors several plant species that are unusual 

throughout Columbia County. Some, such as Leatherwood, Dutchman’s Breeches, Blue Cohosh 

and Wild Leek occur here in exceptionally large numbers. However, even within the HVA 

forest, they occur only in small areas. Furthermore, the forest contains at least one, possibly 

several, vernal pools used as breeding habitat by uncommon amphibians, such as Wood Frog and 

Spotted Salamander.  

It is our goal to preserve the habitat of known populations of uncommon plants and animals so 

that these species can continue to thrive in our forests. 

3) Balance Peoples’ Activities in the Forest with Habitat Preservation 

While we recognize the high value of time spent in nature for people of all ages and especially 

the importance for children to be able to engage in free play with the world in “wild” places, we 

also acknowledge the fact that unstructured activities by many people in the forest can lead to 

degradation of the habitat for native plants and animals.  

It is our goal to balance people’s activities in the forest with habitat preservation.  

4) Leaving Few Traces 

We value our forests as places where people can experience and learn to respect the forces of 

nature. In that sense, the forest plays an important complementary role to the intensively 

managed vegetable gardens, pastures and lawns of the farm and school.  

Our goal is to establish and maintain a low density of discretely marked trails and few other 

man-made structures throughout the forest, so that its overall aesthetic remains that of a place 

where nature reigns.  

5) Use of Wood and other Forest Resources 

We recognize the educational value of the sustainable use of renewable forest resources, such as 

firewood, wood for crafting and building projects, oak logs for mushroom cultivation, maple sap, 

edible plants and mushrooms, as well as fish from the forest’s stream. Much of HVA’s 

educational programming involves the harvesting and processing of natural materials from the 

forest.  

Our goal is to continue and diversify the sustainable use of forest products from HVA’s forests in 

structured educational settings, but to discourage extractive activities by individuals from the 

general public.  

6) Managing Deer  

Deer thrive at Hawthorne Valley due to the abundance of edge habitat and the small-scale 

mosaic of meadows and gardens (with plentiful food) and forests (which provide cover and 

shelter). Like most forests throughout Columbia County, the HVA forests might be suffering 

from too much deer, which can hinder forest regeneration by browsing on seedlings and young 

trees, reduce the density of forest wildflowers, and spread invasives. We have established five 

deer exclosures on Phudd Hill for long-term monitoring of this impact.  

Our goal is to maintain the deer at a population level where they have limited impact on the 

forest ecosystem. 
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7) Allow “Low Impact” Public Access 

Hawthorne Valley with its farm store, school and place-based education programs has a large 

community of people who feel some connection with its land. Therefore, we do permit respectful 

pedestrian use of the trail system by the general public.  

It is not our goal, however, to promote increased use of the forest by the general public. 

 

Action Points to Address Management Goals 

1) Maintaining the Forest Ecosystem and its Natural Dynamics 

While the sustainable harvesting of individual trees and other forest resources is acceptable [see 

action point 4 below], we will not completely clear any of the currently existing forest in order to 

convert the forest back to pasture or to construct buildings.  

The view from Indian Lookout onto the farm is much appreciated and we realize that, in order to 

maintain this view, some trees might need to be cut in the future. However, we also give special 

value to the old (and not always big) Hemlock trees growing near Indian Lookout, some of 

which approach 200 years of age. Any cutting of trees in that area will be done only after 

consultation with the Land Use Committee. 

When pests and diseases, such as Dutch Elm Disease, Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, and Emerald 

Ash Borer, or storm damage lead to damage or dieback of groups of trees in certain areas of the 

forest, we plan to let nature take its course as much as possible in order to allow for the potential 

survival of resistant individuals, to limit the advance of invasive species, to let dead trees fulfil 

their purpose as resources for the many organisms who depend on decaying wood for food and 

shelter, and to let natural regeneration of different tree species gradually replace the dying 

individuals. We will limit the systematic removal of dead or dying trees (salvage logging) to 

those areas where it is deemed necessary to keep the established trails safe. 

2) Preserving Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

The biggest threat to the ecologically sensitive areas might be the lack of knowledge about them. 

Therefore, we will distribute maps and offer introductory walks on Phudd Hill to new teachers 

and staff in the educational/recreational programs at Hawthorne Valley to bring awareness to the 

ecologically sensitive areas [responsible FEP].  

Wherever possible, people’s activities will be passively steered away from ecologically sensitive 

areas by closing trails and removing points of attraction. 

Unfortunately, one of the ecologically sensitive areas, which includes the largest patch of the 

County-wide rare Leatherwood and one of the richest spring flower assemblies, is in the densest 

and most conveniently located Sugar Maple stand, which gets tapped as part of the educational 

programming each spring. Every year, staff from FEP and PBLC work together to flag the rare 

Leatherwood and explain to the children involved in the tapping activities the importance of 

avoiding any damage to these plants.  

Invasive species are present in our forests, including Japanese Knotweed, Garlic Mustard, Field 

Garlic, Dame’s Rocket, Multiflora Rose, Japanese Barberry, Eurasian Bush Honeysuckle, and 

Norway Maple. We will continue to monitor their populations and initiate active management if 

and when it seems necessary to avoid their spread into ecologically sensitive areas. 
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Additional measures to safeguard the ecologically sensitive areas are described in the following 

section and in the paragraph on Managing Deer below. 

3) Balance Peoples’ Activities in the Forest with Habitat Preservation 

Most of the foot traffic, especially of larger groups, on Phudd Hill should happen on trails with 

the exception of “the free play” zones (explained below) [actively promoted and encouraged by 

HVWS, PBLC, FEP].  

The primary use of the forest trails is for foot traffic. Horses use the lower Phudd Hill trail from 

the ford behind the school to their pasture in the pond field and there is occasional vehicular use 

of the trail from the swim pond to the Woodland Ways camp site in the summer. Motorized 

vehicles are also sometimes employed to transport firewood, but care is taken not to cause any 

soil erosion. Additional trail uses have to be authorized by HVA after consultation with the Land 

Use Committee.  

We have begun a process to find consensus amongst the HVWS teachers, PBLC educators and 

FEP staff which will result in mutually agreed upon “free play” zones within the much used, but 

ecologically sensitive area at the base of Phudd Hill. It is our goal to concentrate free play during 

recess in these zones of already compromised habitat value and to protect places that still have 

exceptional habitat value.  

We have begun a process to evaluate the existing trail system, determine which trails should be 

closed, and which trail sections need work to make them more permanent, easier to recognize, 

and better to use (e.g., avoid braiding of trails around wet spots, creating/maintaining stairs in 

steep sections). We are exploring collaboration around trail building/maintenance/discrete 

marking for sports events [FEP, PBLC, Mike P., John Cronin, HVWS Athletics, HVA Wellness 

Committee, Central Services]. One idea to pursue is to organize these activities as a community 

service opportunity for HVWS high school students.  

We are considering to place a sign at each bridge leading to the trails on Phudd Hill that 

welcomes visitors to the forest, and sets out a few clear rules. Within HVA staff, there is a range 

of opinions and views about the utility/need for such signs. On one hand, they could serve as a 

reminder that this is private land and clearly set the rules for its use, and thereby provide a basis 

for verbal reminders to the occasional offender of forest etiquette by HVA staff. On the other 

hand, it might make the campus feel more regimented, more like an impersonal, public place; 

potentially invite additional visitors attracted by the sign visible from the school parking lot; and 

it might invite conscious breaking of the rules. For the time being, we plan to continue to 

cultivate a spirit of stewardship amongst the staff, students, and wider community, and manage 

the occasional unacceptable behavior in the forest by one-on-one interaction and education of the 

offender with reference to this Forest Management Plan.  

We will produce a map of trails and ecologically-sensitive areas on Phudd Hill and distribute it 

internally amongst educators at HVWS and PBLC [FEP].  

 

4) Sustainable Use of Wood and other Forest Resources 

The harvest of wood and other forest resources is only done by HVA staff or individuals 

authorized by HVA. Commercial logging of our forests as a revenue generating activity is not a 

goal. There is also no hunting of forest animals other than deer. 
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Wood harvest for firewood, crafts and building projects will stay well within the limits of 

sustainability. Only a portion of the wood that could grow back within a certain amount of time 

will be removed. Thereby, we allow most trees to grow old, die naturally and remain in the 

forest. This enables those trees to fulfill their ecological functions as standing snags and woody 

debris to provide habitat and to build soil. This will also allow the maturing forest to continue to 

sequester CO2. 

Wild crafting of edible plants, mushrooms, and other natural materials from the forest has to be 

sustainable (i.e., harvesting rate does not exceed regrowth) and supervised by HVA employees 

either as part of educational programming or as part of farming activity. If there are any doubts 

about the impact of current or proposed harvesting activities on the long-term sustainability of 

the harvested populations, the issue will be brought to the Land Use Committee.  

The boundary between pastures and forest is a dynamic zone where active management is 

needed to keep the forest from reclaiming additional pasture land. We will attempt to focus wood 

harvesting for educational purposes and maybe even firewood on those areas where trees have to 

be removed in order to maintain the pastures (e.g., along the edges of Steep Hill, North Hill, 

Indian Valley) and public safety [HVF, Mike P., PBLC, Campus Services?]. 

Hawthorne Valley Farm has been experimenting with the harvest and commercial sale at the 

Green Market of invasive plants from the forest and might consider forms of plant cultivation 

and/or animal husbandry in some forest areas in the future.  

Any new or intensified use of the forest should be done in consultation with the Land Use 

Committee to insure that the use is sustainable and does not inadvertently affect special 

ecological areas. 

 

5) Managing Deer  

HVA authorizes a limited number of qualified and trusted hunters to harvest deer from some of 

its forests. In general, the hunting activities occur at safe distances from trails and buildings, and 

are managed and overseen by Mike Pewtherer. For example, there is no more hunting on Phudd 

Hill north of the camp of Woodland Ways. Teachers and staff from the educational programs are 

notified before hunting season commences and a roster of permit holders will be posted at a 

public location [responsible: Mike Pewtherer]. 

6) Leaving Few Traces 

Generally, the use of the forest for educational and recreational purposes should follow a “leave 

no trace behind” philosophy. This includes the dismantling of temporary shelters, such as debris 

huts, once they have served their purpose. It also includes the periodic removal of dams 

constructed in the stream (or at least the creation of fish passages).  

Permanent structures in the forest will be maintained to serve their purpose and, once they have 

outlived their purpose, will be dismantled.  

o At this point, the “long house” near the fire pond is in need of somebody or a group to 

take on stewardship [Kevin Kilb?, Mike Haley?, PBLC?].  

o The wooden benches at the Lookout are also in need of somebody or a group to take 

on stewardship [Mike Pewtherer, PBLC?, Gary O.?].  

o The deer exclosures will be maintained [FEP].  
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o We are permanently labelling some plants along the trail at the base of Phudd Hill to 

create an opportunity for self-guided plant identification and for direct observation 

and long-term monitoring of their phenology [FEP]. 

o The rope course, sugar shack, tree house across the bridge, and unused fire circles 

will be dismantled [Mike P?. FEP?, PBLC?, HVWS?].  

o Zip line will be maintained and a clear trail to the platform established to minimize 

trampling of ecologically sensitive areas in the vicinity [Mike P.].  

o Woodland Ways camp site will be maintained and unused structures removed [Mike 

P.] 

o Sweatlodge and associated man-made materials will be removed from current site and 

seasonally erected and disassembled in Indian Valley [Mike P.]. 

The construction of new permanent structures inside the forest require permission from HVA 

and consultation with the Land Use Committee. 

 

7) Allow “Low Impact” Public Access 

We permit respectful use of the trail system by the general public for walking and otherwise in 

accordance to this Forest Management Plan, but will not make any attempts to promote increased 

use. We will tolerate off trail use by the public only in “free play” zones, such as the bed of the 

Agawamuck, as long as such use does not interfere with HVA program activities.  

HVA staff is encouraged to personally educate all forest users about responsible stewardship and 

respectful use of the forest and to inform people if their behavior is not in accordance with this 

Forest Management Plan. The Forest Management Plan will be posted on the HVA or FEP 

website and relevant sections of this plan might also be included in the HVWS Parent and 

Student Handbook. 

 

Periodic Review of this Plan and Proposed Process for Decisions Related to 

Forest Management 

HVA intends to review and update this plan at least every 10 years or sooner should there be a 

change in overall forest management goals. Any change will be formulated in consultation with 

the Land Use Committee.  

The Land Use Committee should also be consulted concerning the establishment of additional 

trails, the building of permanent structures, logging around the Lookout, intensification of 

firewood and/or lumber harvesting, considerations of agricultural activities in the forest, and the 

harvesting of edible plants for sale. These are all activities within the current scope of forest 

management, but might require IMG approval.  

 

 

 











September, 1999 

Agreement 
between 

The Rudolf Steiner Educational & Farming Association (RSEFA) 

and The Nature Institute 

Re: Stewardship of 27-acre May Hill property 

Background. The 27-acre parcel of land at the end of May Hil l Rd. in Ghent, NY was 
purchased by the Rudolf Steiner Educational & Fanning Association (RSEFA) in 1998. 
The aim of the purchase was to protect the land, which includes a 9-acre wetland, from 
residential development and to put it to educational and research use. In RSEFA President 
Nancy Dil l 's letter from May 4, 1998, it is also stated that RSEFA "is working to develop 
a partnership with The Nature Institute which wil l insure proper long-term management 
of the land and allow hs use as a site for innovative biological research and teaching." At 
its April 24, 1998 meeting the Board of RSEFA also agreed, in principal, to consider a 
structure to be erected on the building site of the property-. The aim of this agreement is to 
state the terms of The Nature Institute's stewardship role more definitively. 

Stewardship, The Nature Institute wil l take on the responsibility of protecting, 
developing and managing the May Hil l property in accordance with the conservation 
easement of the Columbia Land Conser\'ancy and in accordance with the overall aim of 
environmental protection combined with education and research utilization of the 
property. The property may only be used in a manner consistent with RSEFA's purposes 
as a not-for-profit, charitable organization. 

Term. The Nature Institute wil l exercise its responsibilities as long as it remains located 
in the proximity of Ghent, NY. Should The Nature Institute not adequately fulfill its 
responsibilities, RSEFA may terminate this agreement. This agreement may, by mutual 
agreement of both parties, be amended or terminated at any time. 

Insurance. The Nature Institute wil l have liability insurance with a minimum coverage 
of $1,000,000 for personal injury or deathj '̂ itfA b«. <ŝ  tVt p^uccj, 

Land Use Guidelines. The attached "Land Use Guidelines," describe the intended and 
allowed use of the land by The Nature Institute and RSEFA branches. Any utilization of 
the land by The Nature Institute that is not included in the "Land Use Guidelines" is 
subject to RSEFA approval. These guidelines may be amended, by mutual agreement of 
both parties, at any time. 

Buildings. This agreement acknowledges RSEFA's commitment that any building or 
buildings erected upon the property's building site would directly serve the conservation, 
education and research purposes for which the property was purchased. The Nature 
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Institute may explore the possibility of erecting a research and education facility on the 
land, with the understanding that any plans are subject to RSEFA approval. 

The Nature Institute may erect small, non-permanent structures, such as a tool storage 
shed, which may be removed should The Nature Institute end its stewardship. 

Improvements. Unless otherwise stated, improvements remain part of the property. 

Funding, The Nature Institute wil l take on all funding responsibilities for projects 
connected with the property. 



The Nature Institute's Land Use Guidelines 

For the 27 acre May Hill Property 

The Nature Institute has taken on the responsibility of protecting, developing and 
managing the May Hi l l property, owned by the Rudolf Steiner Educational and Farming 
Association (RSEFA). Its stewardship activities wil l be in accordance with the 
conservation easement of the Columbia Land Conservancy and with the overall aim of 
environmental protection combined with education and research utilization of the 
propert>'. 

The Nature Institute will carry out the following activities: 

1. Build and maintain woodland trails to access the property, especially the wetland. 

2. Build and maintain a boardwalk into and/or around the wetland. The boardwalk 
structure becomes part of the property. 

3. Provide guided walks (at The Institute's discretion). 

4. Conduct scientific research and obser\'ational studies. 

To carry out these activities trees may be felled as necessary, but not on any large scale 
and not for commercial logging purposes. 

Temporary camping on the building site as part of The Nature Institute's educational and 
research projects is allowed. 

Guidelines for RSEFA Branches: 

Guided walks on the property with classes (School, VSP) may be taken at any time as 
long as the person leading the walk has been led previously through, and instructed about 
the area by Nature Institute staff 

No invasive activities, such as cutting trees, or plant or wood collecting, are permitted 
unless approved by The Nature Institute. 

Camping on the property is not allowed unless approved by The Nature Institute. 


