
Goal: 

Provide a tool that is both 
stimulating for the general 
public and useful for the 
specialist.

Encourage people to 
explore the ecology, 
history and human 
perceptions of their 
surroundings.

Enable them to identify 
the types of habitats 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
understand the 
conservation values and 
stewardship 
recommendations for 
those sites.





Specialist

Ecology 

Culture

Past

Present



Preface
Goal of this guide
The Living Land Project: how the data were gathered.

Background
The Physical Foundation: Columbia County general topography, geology, soils, 
hydrology and climate. 

The Ecological Palette: Generalized discussion of county ecology and 
biogeography.

The Human Overlay: General description of county history in relation to human 
land use; the human role in creating and destroying habitats.

Biodiversity & conservation
Biodiversity Results
Activities impacting that
Stewardship suggestions

DRAFT OUTLINE OF THE FIELD GUIDE



Factors affecting human perception of the land.
Use value
Emotional Value
Access

How to use this guide
Habitat key
Icon descriptions 
Habitat description sections

Habitats
Section Introductions

Habitat Descriptions

Appendices
Common/scientific names of organisms and their native/non-native and rarity 
status.
A classification cross-walk (i.e., how does our habitat classification compare to 
that of others)

Index, Acknowledgements, Credits.
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Section introductions with overviews of 
where in the landscape these habitats occur 
and their general ecology as a group.
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The MEAT!



The 
MEAT?



Page 1 ςThe full-ǇŀƎŜΣ ΨǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΩ ǎƘƻǘΦ

The relative value of photo vs. 
drawing?



Habitats of Britain

Wetland, Woodland, Wildland The Nature of New Hampshire



Summary Icons
Page 2 



Basic Definition ςSimplest 
description with the basis for 
distinction and ecological 
location.
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A more emotive, touchy-feely 
description of the habitat. 
What does it feel like to be 
standing in this habitat?
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The location both in terms of 
geography and landscape 
position
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Another habitat image slot 
(this would be the space for a 
habitat drawing).
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