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Goal:

Provide a tool that is both
stimulating for the general
public and useful for the
specialist.

Encourage people to
explore the ecology,
history and human
perceptions of their
surroundings.

Enable them to identify
the types of habitats
IKSeQNBF aidly
understand the
conservation values and
stewardship
recommendations for
those sites.
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DRAFOUTLINE OF THE FIELD GUIDE

Preface
Goal of this guide
The Living Land Project: how the data were gathered.

Background
The Physical Foundation: Columbia County general topography, geology, soi
hydrology and climate.

The Ecological Palette: Generalized discussion of county ecology and
biogeography.

The Human Overlay: General description of county history in relation to hum:
land use; the human role in creating and destroying habitats.

Biodiversity & conservation
Biodiversity Results
Activities impacting that
Stewardship suggestions



Factors affecting human perception of the land.
Use value
Emotional Value
Access
How to use this guide
Habitat key
Ilcon descriptions
Habitat description sections

Habitats
Section Introductions
Habitat Descriptions

Appendices
Common/scientific names of organisms and their nativeAmative and rarity
status.
A classification crossalk (i.e., how does our habitat classification compare to
that of others)

Index, Acknowledgements, Credits.
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UPLANDS

ROCKY OUTCROPS
Gravel Pit and Quarry
Wooded Outcrops

WOODED UPLANDS
Hemlock Forest

Ancient
Forests

Rich Oak Forest
Oak-Hickory Forest

Habitat

Descriptions

Northern Hardwood(-Hemlock) Forest
Mature Sugar Maple Forest

Young Sugar Maple Forest

White Pine Forest
Black Locust Forest
Red Cedar Forest
Conifer Plantation
Mixed Young Forest

Young
Forests

OPEN UPLANDS
Oak Heath Barrens
Blueberry Heath
Successional Shrubland
Old Field
Dry Meadow
Upland Hayfield/Pasture
Cemetery
Utility Corridor
Lawn

WETLANDS

FRESHWATER TIDAL HABITATS
Tidal Marsh
Tidal Mudflat
Tidal Shrub Swamp
Tidal Swamp Forest

WOODED WETLAND (non-tidal)
Floodplain Forest
Swamp Forest
Wooded Seep
Intermittent Woodland Pool
Headwater Stream

OPEN WETLANDS (non-tidal)
Shrub Swamp
Marsh
Wet Meadow
Bog
Calcareous Fen
Circumneutral Bog Lake
Beaver Pond
Constructed Pond
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UPLANDS

ROCKY CUTCROPS
Gravel Pit and Quarry
Wooded Outcrops

WOODEES UPLANDS
’ Hemlock Forest

Mature Sugar Maple Forest
Rich Oak Forest
Oak-Hickory Forest

Young Sugar Maple Forest
White Pine Forest

Black Locust Forest

Red Cedar Forest

Conifer Plantation

Mixed Young Forest

Ancient
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Young
F-orests

OPEN UPLANDS
Oak Heath Barrens
Blueberry Heath
Successional Shrubland
Old Field
Dry Meadow
Upland Hayfield/Pasture
Cemetery
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Lawn

Northern Hardwood(-Hemiock) Forest

Habitat
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ROCKY GROUND
NATURAL COMMUNITIES
(SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE)

Appalachian oak - pine rocky ridge
Upper slopes, ridges, and summits with many bedrock outcrops and oaks
Red oak - ironwood - Pennsylvania sedge woodland
Open. lawn-like understories on mid to upper slopes
Temperate acidic cliff
Steep. sparsely -vegetated rock outcrops
Temperate lichen talus barren

Scattered vascular plants among lichen-covered rocks

Red oak - black birch wooded talus

Talus slopes with oaks. birches, shrubs, vines. and herbs

Hemlock - beech - oak - pine forest
Forest communitics on and below stabilized talus slopes

Wetland, Woodland, Wildland

~ The Nature of New Hampshit



Wetland:
Wet Meadow

A wet meadow is an open wetland habitat with soils that
are saturatedfor part or all of the growing season. They
have predominantly herbaceous (non-woody) plants
that may include any combination of grasses, sedges,
rushes, ferns, and forbs. The vegetation may be low and
sparse, or tall and dense, depending on a variety of
environmental factors.

Although standing water may be present attimes—
especially in winter or spring or after rainstorms—it
does not persist for long, and many wet meadows have
little if any standing water through much of the growing
season. Like other kinds of meadows, many wet
meadows are on active or inactive farmland.

How to Recognize It

As the name implies, the key characteristics are both the
wet soils and open, meadow-like conditions. However,
during drier parts of the year, the ground underfoot can
crunch rather than squelch. Wet meadows can also be
as inconspicuous as a small, short patch of bristly sedges
in the middle of a July pasture or as flowery as a late-
summer purple burst of chest-high Purple Loosestrife,
Joe-Pye Weed and Blue Vervain.

Because of the periodic soggy ground, wet meadows are
often not cut or grazed as frequently and closely as drier
fields. Thus, scruffy meadows occurring in local low
spots on the landscape arelikely candidates as are
‘roughs’ around landscaped ponds, where lawn mowers
have been deterred by soft ground.

If allowed to flourish later in the year, those abundant
flowers attract adiversity of animals, including the last
pulse of bee life; butterflies searching for hibernation or
migration resources; and dragonflies, spiders and birds
looking to cash in on the herbivores. On warm
September days, this flurry of animal life can stand in
sharp contrast to the relative quiet of adjacent, closely-
cropped hayfields or pastures.

Location

Wet meadows can be found throughout Columbia
County, and can occur at any elevation— in small or
large depressions or swales, along stream terracesand
floodplains, on the slopes of seepy hillsides, and even
perched near the summits of rocky hilltops.

. )

Wetlonds

Confirming that this scruffy Claverack pasture was
wet meadow would require taking a closer look at the
slantec

prants.

Wet Meadow
Examples

Hand Hollow PCA

Keep Preserve

Visiting

Visit wet meadows throughout the County and atany time
of year, though May-September are the best times for
viewing wildflowers and butterflies. in March or early
April, you might be lucky enough to witness the wonderful
courtship ritual of the American woodcock in some wet
meadows as well as certain upland meadows.

Summary lcons
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A wet meadow is an open wetland habitat with soils that
are saturatedfor part or all of the growing season. They
have predominantly herbaceous (non-woody) plants
that may include any combination of grasses, sedges,
rushes, ferns, and forbs. The vegetation may be low and
sparse, or tall and dense, depending on a variety of
environmental factors.

Although standing water may be present attimes—
especially in winter or spring or after rainstorms—it
does not persist for long, and many wet meadows have
little if any standing water through much of the growing

season. Like other kinds of meadows, many wet
meadows are on active or inactive farmland.

How to Recognize It

As the name implies, the key characteristics are both the
wet soils and open, meadow-like conditions. However,
during drier parts of the year, the ground underfoot can
crunch rather than squelch. Wet meadows can also be
as inconspicuous as a small, short patch of bristly sedges
in the middle of a July pasture or as flowery as a late-
summer purple burst of chest-high Purple Loosestrife,
Joe-Pye Weed and Blue Vervain.

Because of the periodic soggy ground, wet meadows are
often not cut or grazed as frequently and closely as drier
fields. Thus, scruffy meadows occurring in local low
spots on the landscape arelikely candidates as are
‘roughs’ around landscaped ponds, where lawn mowers
have been deterred by soft ground.

If allowed to flourish later in the year, those abundant
flowers attract adiversity of animals, including the last
pulse of bee life; butterflies searching for hibernation or
migration resources; and dragonflies, spiders and birds
looking to cash in on the herbivores. On warm
September days, this flurry of animal life can stand in
sharp contrast to the relative quiet of adjacent, closely-
cropped hayfields or pastures.

Location

Wet meadows can be found throughout Columbia
County, and can occur at any elevation— in small or
large depressions or swales, along stream terracesand
floodplains, on the slopes of seepy hillsides, and even
perched near the summits of rocky hilltops.
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Confirming that this scruffy Claverack pasture was
wet meadow would require taking a closer look ot the
plants.

Wet Meadow
Examples

Hand Hollow PCA

Keep Preserve

Visiting

Visit wet meadows throughout the County and atany time
of year, though May-September are the best times for
viewing wildflowers and butterflies. in March or early
April, you might be lucky enough to witness the wonderful
courtship ritual of the American woodcock in some wet
meadows as well as certain upland meadows.
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Basic Definitiorr Simplest
description with the basis for
distinction and ecological
location.
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A wet meadow is an open wetland habitat with soils that
are saturatedfor part or all of the growing season. They
have predominantly herbaceous (non-woody) plants
that may include any combination of grasses, sedges,
rushes, ferns, and forbs. The vegetation may be low and
sparse, or tall and dense, depending on a variety of
environmental factors.

Although standing water may be present attimes—
especially in winter or spring or after rainstorms—it
does not persist for long, and many wet meadows have
little if any standing water through much of the growing
season. Like other kinds of meadows, many wet
meadows are on active or inactive farmland.
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wet soils and open, meadow-like conditions. However,
during drier parts of the year, the ground underfoot can
crunch rather than squelch. Wet meadows can also be
as inconspicuous as a small, short patch of bristly sedgesf
in the middle of a July pasture or as flowery as a late-
summer purple burst of chest-high Purple Loosestrife,
Joe-Pye Weed and Blue Vervain.

Because of the periodic soggy ground, wet meadows arel
often not cut or grazed as frequently and closely as drier
fields. Thus, scruffy meadows occurring in local low
spots on the landscape arelikely candidates as are
‘roughs’ around landscaped ponds, where lawn mowers
have been deterred by soft ground.

If allowed to flourish later in the year, those abundant
flowers attract adiversity of animals, including the last
pulse of bee life; butterflies searching for hibernation or
migration resources; and dragonflies, spiders and birds
looking to cash in on the herbivores. On warm

September days, this flurry of animal life can stand in
sharp contrast to the relative quiet of adjacent, closel

Location

Wet meadows can be found throughout Columbia
County, and can occur at any elevation— in small or
large depressions or swales, along stream terracesand
floodplains, on the slopes of seepy hillsides, and even
perched near the summits of rocky hilltops.
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Confirming that this scruffy Claverack pasture was
wet meadow would require taking a closer look ot the
plants.

Wet Meadow
Examples

Hand Hollow PCA

Keep Preserve

Visiting

Visit wet meadows throughout the County and atany time
of year, though May-September are the best times for
viewing wildflowers and butterflies. in March or early
April, you might be lucky enough to witness the wonderful
courtship ritual of the American woodcock in some wet
meadows as well as certain upland meadows.
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A more emotive, touchieely
description of the habitat.
What does it feel like to be
standing in this habitat?
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A wet meadow is an open wetland habitat with soils that
are saturatedfor part or all of the growing season. They
have predominantly herbaceous (non-woody) plants
that may include any combination of grasses, sedges,
rushes, ferns, and forbs. The vegetation may be low and
sparse, or tall and dense, depending on a variety of
environmental factors.

Although standing water may be present attimes—
especially in winter or spring or after rainstorms—it
does not persist for long, and many wet meadows have
little if any standing water through much of the growing
season. Like other kinds of meadows, many wet
meadows are on active or inactive farmland.

How to Recognize It

As the name implies, the key characteristics are both the
wet soils and open, meadow-like conditions. However,
during drier parts of the year, the ground underfoot can
crunch rather than squelch. Wet meadows can also be
as inconspicuous as a small, short patch of bristly sedges
in the middle of a July pasture or as flowery as a late-
summer purple burst of chest-high Purple Loosestrife,
Joe-Pye Weed and Blue Vervain.

Because of the periodic soggy ground, wet meadows are
often not cut or grazed as frequently and closely as drier
fields. Thus, scruffy meadows occurring in local low
spots on the landscape arelikely candidates as are
‘roughs’ around landscaped ponds, where lawn mowers
have been deterred by soft ground.

If allowed to flourish later in the year, those abundant
flowers attract adiversity of animals, including the last
pulse of bee life; butterflies searching for hibernation or
migration resources; and dragonflies, spiders and birds
looking to cash in on the herbivores. On warm
September days, this flurry of animal life can stand in
sharp contrast to the relative quiet of adjacent, closely-
cropped hayfields or pastures.

Location

Wet meadows can be found throughout Columbia
County, and can occur at any elevation— in small or
large depressions or swales, along stream terracesand
floodplains, on the slopes of seepy hillsides, and even
perched near the summits of rocky hilltops.

Confirming that this scruffy Claverack pasture was
wet meadow would require taking a closer look ot the
plants.

Wet Meadow
Examples

Hand Hollow PCA

Keep Preserve

Visiting

Visit wet meadows throughout the County and atany time
of year, though May-September are the best times for
viewing wildflowers and butterflies. in March or early
April, you might be lucky enough to witness the wonderful
courtship ritual of the American woodcock in some wet
meadows as well as certain upland meadows.
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The location both in terms of
geography and landscape
position
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Another habitat image slot
(this would be the space for a
habitat drawing).



