Formica exsectoides
(Allegheny Mound Ant)

ID Synopsis: (A)Mesosoma nearly hairless,
(B)head very concave. (C)Clypeus unnotched.

Similar Species: Other red and black Formica
especially those in the rufa group (e.g. F.
integra). However, F. exsectoides’ concave head
is distinctive. It is easily seen with a hand lens.

Habitat: Edges of woods, old fields, and
shrublands

Abundance: Fairly common.

Etc: Makes large mounds, temporary social
parasite of Formica fusca group species (silvery
black Formica). You may find F. exsectoides and
its host species in the nest.

F exsectoides queens infiltrate their host colony
and kill the host queen. Over time the host
workers are completely replaced with F
exsectoides.



